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Eminences, Graces, Reverend, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

Our honored guests

I’d like to express my pleasure to share this celebration of
the present—day Martyrs with all of you.

On this Day, | invite you to contemplate with me a short
but deep sentence of praise that we pray in our Coptic Mass.
We say,

“As it was so shall it be, from generation to generation,
forever and ever. Amen.”

Today we celebrate, remember, and re—tell, with pride, joy,
and submission the stories of our new martyrs. However, they
did not give witness in a new way, but rather in the very old
way that our ancestors of the Coptic Church and all ancient
churches did.

++ +

It seemed cruel to me as a Sunday-school teacher to tell
children the stories of St. Mina, St. George, and the many
martyrs who were persecuted, tortured, and had given their
life to witness their faith in Lord Jesus Christ. Questions such
as: Should we tell our children those stories? Should we
make the stories a bit less cruel? came to my mind and the
minds of many Sunday-school teachers and servants. Yet
the answer was clear when on February 15", 2015, the 21
Christian young men were martyred in the same brutal way
their ancestors died.

In the Coptic Mass, we read the Synaxarion which includes
the stories of saints and martyrs. The reason is to teach the
congregation, not the history of the church, but how we can
witness our faith boldly. And when we tell every new generation
about the martyrs, we plant in their hearts the seeds of a faith
that should bear testimony to the whole world. What if Mina,
Malak, Essam, Tawadros, Bishoy, Kirollos, Maged, Youssef,
Ezzat, Luka, Gaber, Girgis, Hany, Sameh and the rest of Libya
martyrs did not receive the education about the martyrs of the
early centuries in their Sunday-school? What if their parents
—simple as they are— did not give them this power of faith that
the Church kept through centuries? Would they have endured
being kidnapped, imprisoned, threatened, and facing death in
this way?

The answer is; No, they wouldn’t, unless they had this faith
that their ancestors had; that was built on the Biblical text from
Hebrews:

“Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance,
that they might obtain a better resurrection... They were
stoned, ... were tempted, were slain with the sword... of
whom the world was not worthy.” (Hebrews 11: 35-39).

This Biblical text applies to all martyrs of faith all over the
world and through all times. Witnessing to Christ has many
ways; we can witness simply by living faithfully so that the
whole world “may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5: 11). Some Christians also
testify through preaching and communicating the Word to
people. Paul said to Timothy, “Preach the word; be ready in
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort,
with complete patience and teaching.” (2 Timothy 4: 2).

‘el:";fl&"{}l”)i;b‘v:’;i&w&g‘«&b
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++ +

However, some of the faithful were prepared to bear silent
testimony before the whole world, not because they had a
wish that the world sees them, but because they longed for
this specific way of testimony. | was violently moved when |
read in the famous book: The 21: A journey into the Land
of Coptic Martyrs by Martin Mosebach about one of the
martyrs whose name is Malak (Angel in English). The writer
was talking to the church father who told him about the last
conversation he had with Malak before he went to Libya. Let
me quote the book here:

The Pastor told me about their last conversation
before Malak left for Libya. The Pastor had pointed out
that believers could bear witness not only by dying for
Christ, but also by living a long and faithful life. “That’s
not enough for me,” Malak had answered. “l want to bear
witness through death”.

| recollected then, with new strong feelings the words we
pray in every Mass when we ask the blessings of all those
saints. This simple and deep sentence: (As it was so shall
it be, from generation to generation, forever and ever.
Amen). This is what those contemporary martyrs taught us;
that the Church of Christ is alive through all generations and is
witnessing to its Savoir in all times and in every way.

+ + +

It is true that we are proud of the faith of all martyrs who
can face death with courage only to witness their faith. Yet we
cannot by any means tolerate persecution; a word that should
be wiped out of the dictionary of humanity.

We also have great faith in the value of human life, which
is a gift from God and no man has the right to end human life
by any means. We believe in a life of praise to God and work
whatever is good to the world we live in, so that we can share
a resurrection of glory with all those saints and martyrs who
are now enjoying this glory.

It is well understood by all Christians that witnessing our
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is joyful even if it is through giving
our life. That is why, we today celebrate the commemoration
of our beloved martyrs of Libya and all martyrs of faith with
complete understanding of the verse: “For to me, to live is
Christ, and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1: 21)

We also know for certain that those martyrs have not left
us, though they left this world. They are with us, teaching
us with their martyrdom how to let go all the weights of the
world, how to forgive those who do us evil, how to pray for
all humanity, how to look forward to the life hereafter and the
glory waiting for all the faithful. We can now say with St. Paul
the Apostle:

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews
12: 1).

May the Lord Jesus Christ bless us all, and may the prayers
of the martyrs help us, support us, and keep us safe.
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