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Selection of Short Stories

(9) A Hermit’s Trial

By Leo Tolstoy (Russian Writer
and Philosopher)

One day a hermit saw a falcon in
the forest carrying a piece of meat to
a nest; he watched it divide up the
meat and feed it to a crow’s chick.

The hermit was very surprised
when he saw a falcon feeding a
strange chick, so he thought to
himself:

“Even this crow’s chick, God did
not allow it to perish. God taught this
falcon to feed it. Itis clear: God gives
all creatures their food, while we are
concerned with our own destiny all
the time. | will stop caring about
my destiny. | will no longer store
provisions. God does not abandon
any of His creatures, nor will He
abandon me.”

The hermit did as he said; He sat
in the shade of a tree in the forest
and did not move. He was only
concerned with praying to God. He
spent three days and three nights
without drinking or eating, and on the
third day, he came to the point that
he could not raise his hands. Out of
his weakness, he slept and dreamed
that an old man approached him and
said:

“Why have you not stored any
provisions? You think you are
pleasing God while committing an
iniquity. God established the world
in such a way that every being can
obtain what is necessary [to live].
God commanded the falcon to feed
the crow’s chick because it would
have perished otherwise. As for you,
nothing prevents you from working.
You want to test God, and that is an
iniquity. Return to yourself, and labor
as you have done previously.”

The hermit woke up and resumed
his life as before.

(10) Swiss Time Bank

A student studying in Switzerland
rented a room from a 67-year-old
woman who was a teacher before

she retired, and now receives a good
pension and goes to work twice a
week. Her job was to take care of an
87-year-old elderly man. The young
man expressed his appreciation
of what she does, and asked her if
she worked to earn money. She told
him that she did not work for money,
but to gain time which she deposits
for herself in the time-saving bank
or the time bank. By doing so, she
deposits time so that she may utilize
it when she needs it after advancing
in age, or in case she experiences
an accident and needs someone to
help her.

The student said that this is the
first time he heard about this “time
bank.” So he asked her for more
information about it. She told him
that the Swiss government had
established this bank as a social
security [program] for people, where
everyone who wanted to participate
in it would open a time account, in
which case the time that is spent in
social service is deposited, especially
service to the elderly and the sick who
have no one to care for or help from
their families. Those who join must
be in good health, capable of giving
and communicating with others,
have endurance, and are willing to
provide services with satisfaction
and sincerity. When a person
needs help, the bank sends them
a volunteer from those who have
joined the bank to serve, and time
is deducted from their account. The
services provided by the volunteer
take place either in a hospital or at
home, such as accompanying the
needy for shopping, walking, or
cleaning homes.

One day, the woman fell while
cleaning her window and broke her
ankle and had to stay in bed for
several days. The student wanted
to apply for an emergency leave to
help her, but she told him that she
did not need his help because she
had submitted a request to withdraw
from her balance in the bank and
that they would send her someone
to help. A helper was appointed by
the bank who came to take care
of her, talk to her, accompany her,

and fulfill some of her needs from
the market. The bank also sent her
a nurse when needed. After the
fracture was healed, she went back
to work twice a week to make up for
the time she lost in the bank. This is
how the time bank works. The Swiss
people support and promote that
bank because they experienced its
benefits in the society.

In short, this bank was founded to
exchange or barter social services
instead of exchanging money.
Service became a topic of interest.
This is a very beautiful and useful
idea that can be applied in every
society, but it requires discipline, a
sense of responsibility, and sincerity
in performing the work, with a diligent
administration that is protective of
people and the society.

(11) “Bring to Me”
By Salah Jahin (Egyptian Poet)

“What should | bring you when |
come?”

“Bring me a pillow to put my head
on, and sleep!

“Bring me a heart that gets angry,
but calms down quickly!

“Bring me an hour of peace of
mind, and some joy even if it costs
little!

“Bring me locks to shut down the
door of sorrow!

“Bring me a million hugs full of
love!

“Bring me with you some patience!
“Bring me comfort to the mind!

“Bring me safety, and a smile full
of peace.”

“Actually, it is better to just bring
me to live my life from the beginning,
and bring back all our loved ones;
and bring the neighborhood and
friendship; and bring a pure heart
that does not darken, and beautiful
eyes that do not envy, and to break
bread without betrayal!”

“Oh, what a wonder”
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