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The perfect father

The Wednesday meeting Sermon of His Holiness Pope Tawadros I,

Today | want to talk to you about
an important word, which is the word
“father” in the christian family. Solomon
the Wise says: “O my son, keep your
father’'s commandments, and do not
forsake your mother’s law” (Proverbs
6:20). So this verse shows us that the
father is the one who presents the
commandment to his son. It can be a
motto for every husband and father.

The word father is one of the
most precious words in the Christian
dictionary in general. When we pray
the Lord’s Prayer, we say: “Our Father
who art in the heavens,” addressing the
heavenly Father, and whoever takes
care of us, we say “Our Father” (plural).
The word has a great place in our
Christian life, especially in our Coptic
Church.

The father is the head of the family
and is the heart and symbol of the
whole family, then the father appears as
a very important part in the life of the
family, and there is a proverb among
foreigners: “When you propose to marry,
choose a mother for your children.” And
you, too, when you choose a husband,
choose a good father for your children
in the future.

*Who is the father in the Christian
family?

1- The father is the beginning: he
is the one who started the formation
of the family, he is the one who takes
the first step, and then formation of
the family is a gift from God. For this,
every young man who will begin to have
a relationship for marriage must know
what is being presented to him and that
it is an important step and has its impact
over time.

2- The father is the priest of
the family: that is why he wears the
“prince” wreath. The priest of the family
here means that he is responsible for
the spiritual integrity of the family. He
is the head of the family that contains
the family.

3- The father is the protection: he
is the role model and the first model.
What the father does is what draws the
minds of the wife, sons and daughters
about God. If the father is violent, they
imagine God as violent, and so on...

The father is the first person the

on 12-10-2022

children see, and through him they
understand the whole of life. He has
responsibility, consideration and
appreciation above all, and from here
came the sweet commandment: “Honor
your father and your mother.”

*Who is the ideal father in the
family?

(@) Humility and endurance: as
when we see a father playing with
his children on the floor with their
toys. Fatherhood means humility, not
commands or control. When | say that
the father is the head of the family, | do
not mean that he is the commanding
ruler, but | mean the one who, by his
humility and endurance, offers the
sweet model, just as the Lord Christ
bowed and washed the disciples’ feet.
Another form of fatherhood is what
Elkanah did with Hannah (Samuel’s
parents) when she was crying because
God had not given her children yet. Her
husband came and said to her: “As for
me, | am better for you than ten sons” (1
Samuel 1:8), and embraced her in order
to support this soul. broken. Elkanah,
the husband of Hannah, the mother
of Samuel, an image of humility and
endurance; Fatherhood is not a title but
a precious and expensive responsibility.

(B) Love and appreciation: the
father loves, forgives and forgives, and |
never get tired of mentioning the parable
of the prodigal son when he returned to
his father’s bosom and how he ran to
his son and embraced him. Love is not
just words, love is actions. Appreciation
is not words, appreciation is actions.

(C) Education and Discipline: A
father should not leave the rope to his
children, but rather he should become
a teacher who guides constantly. He
does not let the little boy or girl learn
sometimes from television, sometimes
from the mobile, and sometimes from
the street, and the boy becomes lost and
has not received an education. A good
father guides and sets principles for his
son to learn. He should put his eyes
in his head as he raises them, not the
education of orders nor the education
of violence. The father guides and sets
principles.

*How to be a good parent?

1- Introduce God to your family,

present Him with His attributes to
your family with the Holy Word by
teaching, you as a father always speak
the commandments, and make them
always present in the mind of your son.
And do not repeat the words like a tape
recorder, but think about how to present
the will and how to explain it and make
sure that it reached your son and
daughter. Your job is to present God
to the family, so that the children see in
you the image of the merciful God, who
appointed him on me, who makes me
happy and strengthens me...

2- Present your family before God,
present them before God when you
stand to pray, present them with the
prayers of faith. Connect them to the
church and to the sacraments, take
them to Mass and eat together.

3- Give them time: The most valuable
thing you give to your family is time.
There is nothing more precious than
sitting with them to play, talk and be with
them. Do not be distracted from them,
share with them, cooperate with them...
Sometimes a father does not see his
children because of appointments for a
week or two! He does not eat with them,
does not pray with them, and does not
sit with them... How can such a person
be called a father?!

*Verses to be put before you:

“My son, do not despise the LORD’s
discipline, and do not resent his rebuke,
because the LORD disciplines those he
loves, as a father the son he. "Proverbs
3: 1.

“If someone curses their father or
mother, their lamp will be snuffed out in
pitch darkness.” Proverbs20 :20.

“The eye that mocks a father, that
scorns an aged mother, will be pecked
out by the ravens of the valley, will be
eaten by the vultures.” Proverbs 30: 17.

Your role as a father at your home
is very important, and you must be
perfectly good at, be a father at the level
of responsibility and the level of honesty
in your family. Take care of your family
to the end, this is your role and this is
the life we live.

To our God be all glory and honor
from now and forever, Amen.
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